
Rainbowland Daycare, lo-
cated at 905 6th St., is the 
only licensed childcare cen-
ter withing a 30 mile radius 
and Administrator Melinda 
Cruz and the Board of Di-
rectors have been working 
on plans for expanding the 
daycare since fall of 2021. 

“Our current waitlist has 
36 children on it and it’s dis-
heartening as the director to 
have to tell parents that the 
wait to get their child into 
our center could be a year 
to 2 years depending on the 
child’s age.”

According to Cruz, the 
daycare receives 5-10 tele-
phone calls each week re-
garding parents need for 
childcare and inquiries for 
children to be placed on the 
daycare’s waitlist. Cruz ad-
vises parents, prior to the 
birth of their children, to 
place their children on the 
wait list due to the length of 
the list. 

Fortunately, the daycare 
facility has plans for expan-
sion to allow for care of an 
additional 30-35 children 
and is currently in the engi-
neering stage of the project. 

“The expansion will be 
towards Perryman and our 
playgrounds will be moved 
to different areas on our 
property to accommodate 
this. The expansion will con-
sist of an additional building 
about the size of the current 

one and a covered breeze-
way connecting the current 
building to the new build-
ing. The new building will 
house two new Nursery 
classrooms, two new two-
year-old classrooms, and 
the new large 3 & 4 year old 
classroom.”

Plans also include renova-
tions of the current building 
to house an additional one-
year old classroom, creating 
administration offices, and 
restructuring a more secure 
front entrance requiring a 
triple entry in order to gain 
access to the children. 

“Once the engineering 
phase of this project is com-
plete we will then open the 
project to bids. In order to 
apply for grants that focus 
on education and childcare 
we have to have plans and 
bids,” stated Cruz. 

Rainbowland Daycare is a 
non-profit childcare center, 
therefore, the facility relies 
on grants and fundraisers to 
complete this expansion. 

Cruz hopes to break 
ground on this much antici-
pated expansion next year, 
however, this timeframe is 
dependent upon grants and 
fundraising efforts. 

“I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our 
community for their con-
tinued support in our fund-
raising efforts, without them 
none of this would be pos-
sible. We look forward to 
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Matagorda Co.ballots heavily favored Republicans, 3-1
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■ Hub’s 2nd 
C o m m u n i t y 
Thanksgiving 
Wednesday

The Palacios Com-
munity Hub, located at 
1519 Fourth St., will 
hold its 2nd annual 
Community Thanks-
giving on Wed. (Nov. 
16) from 4-7 p.m. All 
are welcome to attend. 
Bring a dish, if you so 
wish. 
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See Page 5

Palacios
  Pride

Pick it uP

• Deadline for Articles, Classified & Display Ads 4:30 p.m. Friday• 

Proudly Serving The City By The Sea Since 1907USPS 418460 1 SectiON, 12 PAGES

PalaciosPalaciosBEACONBEACON
$1.00

See Page 11

Tidehaven
Rolls Over

Cubs

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE

PALACIOS
BEACON
$30 A YEAR
IN COUNTY
$40 A YEAR

OUT-OF 
COUNTY

■ Bible Baptist 
Fellowship Youth 
Rally Saturday

The Bible Baptist 
Church in Palacios will 
hold a Fellowship Youth 
Rally on Sat. (Nov. 19) 
from 12-noon until 5 
p.m. at the Railroad 
Park Amphitheater. 

Aparicio, Schulman elected to MCND#1

See PageS 6 & 10

Formosa
Makes

Donations

Rainbowland announces 
plans for expansion 

(See EXPAND, Page 3)

DAVID APARICIO
Pos. 1 Matagorda Co. 
Navigation District #1 

ALAN SCHULMAN
Pos. 5 Matagorda Co. 
Navigation District #1 

Matagorda Co. retained its bright 
shade of red, so say the results of last 
week’s General Election.

Less than half of the County’s 21,681 
eligible registered voters took to the 
polls in this year’s election, with just 
9,713 ballots being processed, 44.8% of 
the eligible electorate.

In the local races, where party doesn’t 
really matter as much, voters in Matago-
rda Co. Navigation District #1 approved 
another term in Commissioner Pos. 1 
for David Aparicio and newcomer Alan 

Schulman was voted in to fill the vacan-
cy in Pos. 5.

Aparicio held on to his seat against 
the challenge of Rusty Feather, with a 
977-346 vote margin.

In the race to replace outgoing Com-
missioner Donny Tran in Pos. 5, Schul-
man toppled James Georgi via 70 per-
cent of the vote, an 879-373 margin. 

An odd note in the MCND#1 races - 
the two races had differing numbers of 
votes cast. The Pos. 1 race had 1,323 
ballots cast, while the race for Pos. 5 
drew 1,252 total votes.

In the races for Tidehaven ISD Trust-
ee, a total of 3,843 ballots were cast, 

spread over the nine candidates.
When the dust settled, Cody Frick, 

Mike Galvan, Jr., Stephen ’T-John’ 
Crow and Eric Kacer were the top vote 
getters.

State Races
Matgorda Co. followed the lead for 

much of the Lone Star State with a 
strong Republican lean.

In the race for Governor of Texas, 
incumbent Republican Greg Abbott 
carried the County with over 75% of 
the vote. Democratic challenger Beto 
O’Rourke garnered 2,259 votes across 

THE lovely Shayne Wol-
lam (above) was crowned 
the 2023 Miss Palacios at 
the 50th annual Miss Pa-
lacios Pageant held last 
Saturday. (Pictured right) 
Taking home the Little Mr. 
and Little Miss Palacios 
titles were Tristan Proctor 
and Lillyann Pulvino. For 
other Miss Palacios award 
winners, see Page 2. (Bea-
con Photos by Ryan West)

Meeting at midfield once 
again, 55 years later 

MEMBERS of the Tidehaven Tigers 1967 Class 1A 
State Champion football team met at midfield of Bas-
trop’s Memorial Stadium last Friday night for a cer-
emonial coin toss with members of the Clifton Cub ball 
club it toppled 55 years ago in the title game. Pictured 
with the lone Cub representative are Tidehaven’s (left 
to right) Ronald Janaek, Billy Dannels, Stuart Johnson 
and Mike Tobola. (Beacon Photo by Ryan West)
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the County. Libertarian can-
didate Mark Tigppetts re-
ceived  68 votes and the 
Green Party’s Delilah Bar-
rios netted 29.

Incumbent Lieutenant 
Governor Dan Patrick, Re-
publican, won 74% of the 
Matagorda Co. 9,633 votes 
cast, followed Democratic 
challenger Mike Collier 
2,273 votes, and 200 cast for 
Liberterian candidate Shanna 

Steele.
An standing felony indict-

ment didn’t prevent incum-
bent Republican Attorney 
General Ken Paxton from 
taking home over 74% of 
the Countywide ballots. 
Challengers Rochelle Garza 
(Dem) and Mark Ash (Lib) 
netted 2,230 and 239 votes, 
respectively.

Incumbent State Comp-
troller, Glenn Hegar carried 

the Count with 76% of the 
vote, over challengers Dem-
ocrat Janet T. Duddings and 
Liberterian Alonzo Echevar-
ria-Garca.

The General Land Office 
Commissioner race was led 
locally by Republican Dawn 
Buckingham, who captured 
7,283 of the 9,565 ballots 
cast. Democrat candidate 
Jay Kleberg finished with 
22.72% of the vote.

Incumbent Ag Commis-
sioner (Rep) Sid Miller took 
a 3-1 advantage in the county 
vote over Democrat chal-
lenger Susan Hayes.

In the race for Railroad 
Commissioner, Matago-
rda Co. voters favored Re-
publican Wayne Christian 
with over 75% of the vote. 
Democratic candidate Luke 
Warford finished with  2,065 
votes, 21.64%.

U.S. Rep
In the newly redstricted 

U.S. House District 22, in-
cumbent Troy Nehls (Rep.) 
captured 76% of the 9,575 
ballots cast. Democratic can-
didate Jamie Kaye Jordan 
finished with 22.23% of the 
vote.

THE lovely Ansley Kubecka (right) took home the crown for Miss Palacios Debu-
tante, and Arianna Price (right) was First Runner-Up. (Beacon Photo by Ryan 
West)

IN the Junior Miss Palacios division, Laila Richards (center) took home the tiara, 
with Brooke Greenawalt (right) First Runner-Up, and Adria Flores (left) Second 
Runner-Up. (Beacon Photo by Ryan West)

THE Miss Palacios and Jr. Miss Palacios auxiliary awards went to the following: 
(left to right) Laila Richards - Best Evening Gown Jr. Miss; Adria Flores - Most 
Photogenic Jr. Miss; Madelyn West - Jr. Miss Congeniality; Shayne Wollam - Best 
Evening Gown; Joanna Saavedra - Most Congeniality; and Emily Garza - Most 
Photogenic. (Beacon Photo by Ryan West)

THE Miss Palacios First 
Runner-Up was awarded 
to Emily Chapman (right), 
and Emily Garza (left) was 
Second Runner-Up. (Bea-
con Photo by Ryan West)

Outrigger Event Center 
& Listening Room

515 COMMERCE ST.      PAL ACIOS

Dec. 31 @ 7:30 p.m.
Broken Spokes 

bring in New Year

Johnny Falstaff
Sat. Dec. 3 @ 7:30 p.m.

Mike Blakely
Sat. Jan. 21 @ 7:30 p.m.
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EXPAND
(Continued From Page 1)

Individuals listed have been arrested and/or charged with an offense. Inclusion in this report does not 
imply that the person is guilty of any crime. The following are offense and arrest reports submitted 
by the Palacios Police Dept. to the Palacios Beacon as of noon Friday.

• Palacios Police Reports •

ARRESTS
Virginia Michelle Verdict, 

41, 601 4th St., was arrested 
in the 400 block of South Bay 
Blvd. outstanding warrants. 

Claude Wayne Robins II, 
53, 830 CR 322, was arrested 
in the 500 block of East Bay 
Blvd.; public intoxication. 

INCIDENTS
Hit and Run/ Criminal 

Mischief: On Nov. 9 at 11:05 
a.m. in the 100 block of 6th 
St. a hit and run was reported. 

Failure to Identify: On 
Nov. 9 at 2:43 a.m. in the 700 
block of Johnson Ave. Of-
ficers assisted with animal 
control. 

From the Chief
Police Chief Tobie Bias

The Palacios Police De-
partment has issued multiple 
citations on unrestrained chil-
dren in vehicles in the past 
week. We at the Palacios Po-
lice Department hold this as 
a profoundly grave issue and 
therefor practice zero toler-
ance for this moving viola-
tion. All children under the 
age of 8 years and who are 
not taller than 4 feet 9 inches in height are required 
to be in an appropriate safety seat. Three of these 
citations were written for children standing up in 
the vehicle while these vehicles were in motion. 

This year we celebrated our 27th  Annual Harvest 
Moon Ball. The Friends of the Library want to extend 
a heartfelt thank you to all who made it a success.

THANK 
YOU!UNDERWRITERS

               First Financial Bank, Drs. James & Carla Gibson, Palacios Marine Agricultural Research Inc.
TABLE SPONSORS

Agape Family Outreach Church, Celanese Chemicals, City of Palacios, Russell & Annette Coleman, First State Bank, Formosa Plastics Corp., 
Robert & Cynthia Garrett, John & Lisa Harrison, Hericus Software-Steven Cherry, Lone Star Glass Inc., Lower Colorado River Authority, 

Lynn Group, Mancera Construction, Matagorda County Navigation District, Matagorda Regional Medical Center, Nate & Sharyl McDonald, 
Palacios Abstract & Title, Palacios Area FundPalacios Community Medical Center, Palacios Dental Center, Philly Seafood Company, 

Pirate Queen Designs, Roger & Donna Soape/Ronn & Kara Tips, Annette Stonedale, STP, Tenaris, The Gin @ Palacios, Tran Sport Boats Inc., 
Charles & Darlene Tresselt, Trull Foundation, Steve & Margie Wier/Michael & Diane Cartwright

CENTURY CLUB MEMBERS
Carol Ashton, MD,  Matthew & Emily Baker, Greg & Missy Bandish, David & Betty Bartosh, Lisa Batchelder, Tom & Mary Kay Beard, Alfred & Laurie Beck, 

Dale & Beverley Behnke, Jack & Barbara Bell, Larry Bishop, Harold & Cheryl Bowers, Craig & Dolores Brook, Billie Burch, Michael & Diane Cartwright, 
Isidro & Angie Castanon, Bill & Deanna Chapman, Steven & Yuliya Cherry, Paul & Donna Christensen, Diane Connor, Gary &  Marianne Cook, Melanie Dailey, 

Jimmy & Judy Davidson, DC Dunham, David & Sindy Durham, John & Deborah Emmons, Cathy Fiorini, Denise Fortenberry, Robert & Ruth Friedrichs, 
James & Allison Gardner, Robert & Cynthia Garrett, James & Peggy Georgi, James & Patsy Gibson, Lupe Gonzales, Edith Gower & Margaret Doughty, John & Joan Groth, 

Leslie Hartman, Jill Hearne, Suzanne Henson, Morgen Hickey, Sydney Holder, Kathy Houpt, Connie Huitt, Angel Ingerman, Dan & Ballan Keen, Donald & Terri Kelly, 
Robert & Sarentha Kessler, Robert Knox, Dr. David & Suzanne Krenek, Carolyn Kubecka, Melissa Laux, Ron & Karen Laws, Kay Lawson, Joseph & Carol LeMaster, Debi Loff, 

Nate & Sharyl McDonald, James Meyn & Wendy Wight, Linda Moncrief, Terry & Debbie Mosier, Vikijane Mosier, Jim & Vicki Mote, Robert Mote, James & Mary Motz, 
C. Murphy, Jimmy & Mary Jo Neeley, Christopher Page, Billy Pat Peacock, Joel & Chantel Piefer, John & Janet Pierce, Cindy Quigg, Justin & Cynthia Raleigh, 
Tito & Yvonne Ramos, Jennifer Rausch, Ted & Martha Riccio, Carl & Marcella Rieck, Kelly Rynchek, Lester & Teri Lynne Sabin, Tasha Sanchez, Markus Sandy, 
Mark & Pamela Schuhsler, Bobby Seiferman, Henry & May Sheeran, Barbara Shepler & Tony Black, Leland Singer, Glen & Deb Smith, Roger & Donna Soape, 

William & Sue Stacy, Jeannie Stahlecker, Annette Stonedale, Ronn & Kara Tips, Bryan & Yen Tran, Charles & Darlene Tresselt, Dan & Charlotte Tucker, Kim Vanek, 
Cathy Wakefield, Paula Whitney, Stanley Wylie, William & Pat Yeager, Joaquin & Ana Zamora, Juan Zamora

AUCTION DONORS
A & A Bar-B-Que, Agape Family Outreach Church, America Electric, Anthony’s Detail, Antonio’s Tire Service, David Aparicio, Austin Steam Train, Missy Bandish, Bay City Feed Co., Bay City Realty,

 Mary Kay Beard, Beneath the Oaks Winery, Blessing American Legion Restaurant, Blessing Hotel Coffee Shop, Boudro’s Texas Bistro on the Riverwalk, Buddy’s Butcher Shop & Seafood, 
Cassady’s Coffee Bar & Café, Steven Cherry, Yuliya Cherry, City by the Sea Museum, CMCo Management Resources, Colleen’s Camera Clicks, Gary & Marianne Cook, Steve & Kim Cooper, 

Crain Lumber, Danny’s Seafood House, Bill & Debbie Davant, Carlos Duran, Fat Grass Restaurant, Fidelity Charitable, Fishville Trading Post, Flying S Aviation, Fogo de Chao Brazilian Steakhouse 
Riverwalk, Chef Ruth Friedrichs, Gerberman’s Jewelers, Go Rio San Antonio River Cruise, Greek Bros. Oyster Bar & Grill, Greenleaf Nursery, Gary & Peggy Hafernick, Hair It Is, Jason Hammonds, 
Harbor Spirits, Lisa Harrison, Leslie Hartman, Gaylon Harvey, Bruce & Cara Herlin, Kathryn & Lance Hindt, Thelma Holloway, Houston Interactive Aquarium & Animal Preserve, Jana Huddleston,

 Independent Scentsy Consultant, Ryan Hunzeker, Brad & Naomi Jensen, Ana Luisa Jimenez, Joe’s Italian Restaurant, Johs Auto and Sticker, JWelch Farms, Sarentha Kessler, 
King of Kings Boxing and Fitness Center, Johnny Krause and Mike Vanek, Carolyn Kubecka, Laurel Blooms and Gifts, Lemur Express, Lily’s Pad, Lone Star Glass,Lowe’s, Lyle Printing, Lynn Group, 

Mad Batter Cheesecakes, Marriott San Antonio Rivercenter/Riverwalk, Matagorda County Fair & Livestock Exposition, Nate & Sharyl McDonald, Richard Meador, Jim Meyn, Realtor, Mosiacs by Karen, 
Vikijane Mosier, C. Murphy, Natural Bridge Caverns, Nutrien Ag Solutions, Old Main Bookstore/Coffee Shop, Oscar’s Pest & Termite Control, Palacios Beacon, Palacios Community HUB, 

Palacios Community Medical Center, Palacios Guide Service- Capt. Aaron Wollam, Palacios Library, Palacios Library Board, Palacios Mexican Restaurant, Palacios Prescription Shoppe, 
Palacios Recycle Center, Palacios Veterinary Clinic, Parker Lumber, Billy Pat Peacock, PHS Construction Trades & Billy Pat Peacock, PHS FFA & Chris Page & Ashley Nixon, Pierce Real Estate, 

Pirate Queen Designs, Porter’s Ace Hardware, PPS Automotive, Prasek’s, Precision Plumbing of El Campo LLC, Presbyterian Day School, Prime Parts Supply, Prosperity Bank, Marty Rieck, RJ’s Farm, 
Rotary Club, Lawrence Saenz, Saint Arnold Brewing Company, San Antonio Zoo, Sanford Community Center, Schlitterbahn Waterparks & Resort, Schmidt Implement, Inc., 

Schulman’s Movie Bowl Grille, Sea World San Antonio, Bobby Seiferman, Kathy Sheeran, Simple Simon’s Pizza, Roger & Donna Soape, Space Center Houston, Studio 35 Hair & Nail Salon, Studio ZG, 
Styles by Rosie, Subway, Vera Tabakov, Texas Coast Limousine Service, Texas Rangers, Texas State Aquarium, The Astros Foundation, The First State Bank, The Outrigger, The Peaceful Pelican, 

The Right Look, The Six One 6 Restaurant, The Weekender, Eric Thomas, Tran’s Restaurant, Charlie & Darlene Tresselt, Vagabond Outfitters, Kim Vanek, Kim Vanek-Mattress Firm, Rep. Cody Vasut,
 W W Dock, Weed’s Sweets, Wes Feed + More, Steven & Margie Wier, X-treme Ink Tattoos & Piercings, Pat Yeager, Ruth Young

AUCTION BUYERS
Becky Aguilera, Jo Avalos, Matthew Bannon, Laurie Beck, Darrell Blackwell, 

John & Linda Bournias, Ralph Buentello, Michael & Diane Cartwright, 
Yuliya Cherry, Bill Davant,  Louise Derusseau, D C Dunham, Scott Durfee, 

First State Bank of Blessing, Denise Fortenberry, Robert Friedrichs, 
James and Carla Gibson, Lupe Gonzales, Matthew Gore, Bill Hale, 

John Harrison, Leslie Hartman, Jill Hearne, Joseph Hooper, Ryan Hunzeker, 
Oscar Hurtado, Katie Hutto, Dillon Ivanoski, Kailee Janak, Naomi Jensen, 

Ballan Keen, Carolyn Kubecka, Ron Laws, Carol LeMaster, Lone Star Glass Inc., 
Isaias Machuca, Mary Matheny, Brandon McDonald, Nate & Sharyl McDonald, 

Paula McKinney, Angela Meuth, Linda Moncrief, Vikijane Mosier, 
Jimmy Neeley, Anh Dao Nguyen, Mary Kathryn Niccolai, Pam Oliver, 

Palacios Area Fund, Brienn Paniagua, Joel Piefer, Shelia Porter, Brittani Riccio, 
Carol Richardson, Kelly Rynchek, Mark Schuhsler, Donald Soape, Sue Stacy, 

Bryan Tran, Tran Sport Boats, Darlene Tresselt, Trull Foundation, 
Kim Vanek, Matthew West, Ryan and Brandi West, Steve Wier, Wendy Wight, 

Aaron Wollam, Bill Yeager, Joaquin & Ana Zamora
 

VOLUNTEERS
Javon Alcantara, Jacob Arguijo, Emma Baker, Missy Bandish, Betty Bartosh, 

Beverley Behnke, Billie Burch, Paul Carangelo, Ximena Carrillo, Diane Cartwright, 
Paul Christensen, Ana Cornejo,Italia Cruz, Melanie Dailey, Andreas Delgado, 
Cheryl Dodd, Gavin Duke, Deborah Emmons, Elissa Emmons, Emily Fagan-Baker, 
Kate Frenzel, Allison Gardner, Cynthia Garrett, Jayme Girndt, Lupe Gonzales, 

Twyla Greer, John & Joan Groth, John Harrison, Leslie Hartman, Renee Huff, 
Connie Huitt, Shane Kolb, Karen Laws, Ron Laws, Kay Lawson, Tanner Lev, 
Debi Loff, Cindy Lopez, Valerie Lopez, Nate McDonald, Sharyl McDonald, 
Seth Menchaca, Jim Meyn, Terri Mosier, Vikijane Mosier, Chanh Nguyen, 

Jackson Nguyen, Jacob Nguyen, Mary Kathryn Niccolai, Pam Oliver,
Estrella Ortiz, Xavier Perez, Jennifer Rauch, Marty Rieck, Cristhian Rios, 

Karen Rios, Emmanuel Rodriguez, Tasha Sanchez, Luis Silva, Annette Stonedale, 
Mitch Thames, Kim Vanek, Wendy Wight, Josh Yalch, Pat Yeager, Ana Zamora, 

Fermin Zamora, Gwendolyn Zamora

continuing to share updates 
about the project via our 
Facebook page as well as 
other fundraising events,” 
said Cruz.

You’ll find it in the 

Palacios 
Beacon

Kids Club enjoys new 
weekly activity page

PARTICIPANTS in the Palacios Commu-
nity Hub’s Kids Club were busy working 
on the weekly Newspaper Fun educational 
activity page in each issue of the Palacios 
Beacon. The page is sponsored by the Pa-
lacios Community Hub in conjunction 
with its mission to promote literacy. (Sub-
mitted Photos)
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Dear Editor,
Thank you for your coverage of the proposed demo-

lition of The Luther Hotel, for bringing attention to the 
matter by making it worthy of front page news, and for 
placing it above the fold.  

Palacios would be just another small, unremarkable 
rural Texas town, devoid of the outward manifestations 
of its history and relics, if we do not stand up for, and 
save, all the wonderful, historic places and structures 
that are so much a part of our rich heritage and history 
here. While the demolition of historic structures is all 
too familiar, the continued resistance to recognizing 
the value that historic buildings have to our commu-
nity is disappointing. That doesn’t have to be the case. 

Our shared social and cultural history continues to 
be important in our daily lives; in fact, The Luther Ho-
tel (and indeed all of our historic buildings) is in our 
collective, community DNA and the fabric that has 
woven this community together for nearly 120 years. 
It is my sincere hope that our citizens, City Council, 
and City Officials will view preservation as a tool that 
improves the quality of life in our community as it is 
not just our beloved Luther Hotel that is on the chop-
ping block, but many of our historic buildings. 

We need to ensure that qualified individuals with a 
background in historic architecture and preservation 
are able to assess the true state of The Luther Hotel 
and indeed the rest of our historic buildings. We also 
need to look more carefully at adaptive reuse of histor-
ic buildings and acknowledge the wide range of ben-
efits of reuse versus demolition, including: retention 
of quality building materials, historic and architectural 
character, continuity with the existing streetscape and 
historic connection to our neighborhoods, sustainabil-
ity, and incentives for rehabilitation. 

There are a multitude of benefits of joining the 
Main Street program and instituting a historic district 
in Palacios including tax credits and money towards 
restoration projects (and no, the taxpayers don’t pay 
for those grants - what they would pay for, though, 
is new infrastructure costs that would have to go into 
new construction). A historic district in Palacios will 
not only preserve our culture and small town feel that 
people have come to love, but provide a reason for 
people to visit us along the $8 billion travel route that 
goes through the Texas Independence Trail of which 
we are along. The crown jewel, however, is The Lu-
ther Hotel, and a new heritage tourism initiative that 
encompasses a historic district would suffer tremen-
dously without it.

To the citizens reading this, if you don’t stand up for 
The Luther Hotel, what WILL you stand up for? If we 
don’t take the time to recognize our history today, to-
morrow it may very well be lost - and indeed we find it 
on the chopping block this very day. And we will never 
get it back if it is demolished. 

This is not just a sale between two private entities - 
The Luther Hotel is the most visibly public structure 
in this entire city and has true historic value to not just 
our city and Texas, but to the nation. All options need 
to be considered by all parties before a final decision is 
made and a permit requested for demolition. And Evan 
Thompson, Executive Director of Preservation Texas, 
has pledged his support and has said he will be happy 
to attend a meeting with the Ed Rachal Foundation, the 
City, and our newly established Palacios Preservation 
Committee. 

Esmeralda Salinas
Palacios Preservation Committee Founding Member

Dear Editor,
As you may know, the Luther Hotel faces an un-

certain future. In a recent meeting, Evan Thompson, 
Executive Director of Preservation Texas, called the 
Luther, “the most publicly visible private property” in 
Palacios. It truly is! But to most, it’s so much more 
than a piece of private property; it is a symbol of our 
community and has been for more than a hundred 
years. Did you know that during World War I Red 
Cross ladies used one of the rooms to sew garments 
and bandages for soldiers?  Then, in World War II, 
soldiers’ families stayed in apartments that had been 
created in the hotel. 

The Luther is in a key location, flanked by other 
historical properties. With brochures and marketing 
highlighting all the historic properties in Palacios, 
these sites could form the basis for a thriving arts and 
historic tourism industry for people wanting to have 
memorable and unique experiences.

I know you all value the charm of this community. 
Mayor Jim Gardner, in his online “Mayor’s Message,” 
mentions the Luther by name and notes that “Palacios 
has a rich history.” This history is part of what makes 
this community so special. You can’t drive to the near-
est big city and find another Luther Hotel. Chamber of 
Commerce member Rev. David King has a wonder-
ful quote on the top of his biography on the Palacios 
Community Medical Center site: “Live, love, learn, 
and leave a legacy.” Let’s work together to leave a 
legacy of history for your children and grandchildren 
to visit and experience.

Sandra D. Davidson, PhD

(Advertisement continues on  Page 5)

Leave a legacy of history...
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Are you looking to read more 

of this week’s edition of the 

Palacios Beacon???
Pick one up at the Beacon office, 
located at 310 Fifth St., at one of 

Palacios area’s retail establishments, 
or purchase a yearly subscription, 

just $30 in Matagorda Co. 
and $40 everywhere else.

Subscribe on-line, in person or by 
dropping a payment in the mail to 

P.O. Box 817
Palacios,TX

www.paypal.me/palaciosbeacon


